
Shipping Your Car: Hawaii To 
California Journey

Moving your car from the beautiful Hawaiian Islands to sunny California requires careful 

planning and the right shipping service. This guide provides all the information you need for a 

smooth car transport experience.

Understanding the Logistics of Hawaii to California Car Shipping

Shipping a car to California from Hawaii involves a unique logistical process. Here's a 

breakdown:

Choosing a Shipping Service: Research and compare reputable car shipping companies. 

Consider factors like shipping methods (enclosed vs. open transport), transit times, costs, 

insurance options, and customer reviews.

Car Preparation: Ensure your car is in good running condition. Address any leaks, mechanical 

issues, or flat tires. Clean the interior and exterior thoroughly. Remove all personal 

belongings.

Paperwork and Documentation: You'll need to provide the car's title, registration, proof of 

insurance, and a government-issued ID. Additional documents may be required by the 

shipping company.

Transport to the Port: The chosen shipping service will arrange for your car to be transported 

to the designated Hawaiian port.



Ocean Voyage: Your car will be securely loaded onto a roll-on/roll-off (RoRo) vessel or placed 

inside a container for enclosed transport. The journey to California takes approximately 10-21 

days, depending on the route and service selected.

Arrival and Pickup: Once your car arrives at the California port, you'll be notified for pickup or 

final delivery arrangements.

Cost Considerations for Shipping a Car to California

The cost of shipping a car from Hawaii to California can vary depending on several factors:

Distance: The specific ports in Hawaii and California you choose will impact the price.

Shipping Method: Enclosed transport offers greater protection from the elements but 

typically costs more than open transport.

Car Size and Weight: Larger and heavier vehicles generally cost more to ship.

Time of Year: Shipping rates can fluctuate based on peak seasons and demand.

Expect to pay between $1,000 and $3,500 for shipping your car from Hawaii to California. 

Obtaining quotes from multiple car shipping companies is crucial for finding the most 

competitive rate.

Top Considerations When Choosing a Car Shipping Company to Hawaii

Selecting a reliable car shipping company is vital for a stress-free experience. Here are some 

key factors to consider:

Experience: Opt for a company with a proven track record of shipping cars to Hawaii. Look for 

companies established for several years with positive customer reviews.

Shipping Options: Choose a company offering enclosed and open transport options to fit 

your budget and car's needs.

Insurance: Ensure the company offers comprehensive insurance coverage for your car during 

transport. Understand the coverage details and any additional insurance options available.

Communication: Choose a company with clear communication channels and readily available 

customer support.

Benefits of Using a Reputable Car Shipping Company

Partnering with a reputable car shipping company offers numerous benefits:

Expertise: Experienced companies navigate the complexities of car shipping from Hawaii, 

ensuring all logistics are handled efficiently.
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Safety and Security: Reputable companies prioritize the safe transport of your vehicle, 

utilizing secure methods and proper handling procedures.

Convenience: They handle all the transportation arrangements, paperwork, and port 

logistics, saving you valuable time and effort.

Peace of Mind: Knowing your car is in the hands of professionals provides peace of mind 

during the shipping process.

Conclusion

Shipping a car from Hawaii to California requires careful planning and the right shipping 

partner. By understanding the logistics, considering the costs involved, and choosing a 

reputable car shipping company, you can ensure a smooth and stress-free car transport 

experience.


